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Nathan that they should make a raid for arms on " Liberty
Hall," Connolly's headquarters, " but agreed that before any
action was taken which might result in a conflict we should
consult with the Nationalist leaders. . . ."
They consulted not John Redmond who was much in London
but John Dillon, the party manager who felt that his party was
losing its grip on political Ireland and feared to do anything that
might further diminish this waning popularity. " One unfor-
tunate thing," Major Price reported, " which hindered us a good
deal was the attitude of the official Nationalist Party and their
Press, Whenever General Friend did anything strong in the way
of deporting these men . . . they at once deprecated it, and said
it was a monstrous thing to turn a man out of Ireland.''1
All this is not to suggest that in Easter Week, 1916, Ireland
was disaffected. On the contrary, John Redmond had told Ryan
the truth when he said that " the general sentiment of our people
is unquestionably on the side of England." On the 10th April,
1916, Major Price reported that " the mass of the people are
sound and loyal as regards the war," and the rebel O'Hegarty was
of the same opinion. " The insurrection," he said, " came upon
the people of Ireland like a thunderbolt. They had not been
expecting it and they did not want it. ... The insurrection was
therefore universally and explosively unpopular." And again:
" The European War had shown Ireland to be less Irish and
more Anglicised than ever she had been in her history,
had shown Ireland to be more than three-fourths assimilated
to England."2
Ireland was lightly taxed, prosperous, under an easy Govern-
ment, with no wrongs to redress, enjoying the freedom and the
trade of the British Empire. There was no cause nor even pretext
for rebellion.
There were warnings. On 30th March, 1916, there was an
uproarious meeting at the Mansion House to protest against
two deportations, and the policemen were fired on; on the 17th
April there came secret reports of a threatened German landing
of arms and munitions on the south-west coast and a rising
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